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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 2176 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, AF, SA, KU, TU, EG, YO 

SUBJECT: DAOUD TO MAKE SECOND TRIP THROUGH THE MIDDLE EAST 

REF: KABUL 1548 

1 . WAHEED ABDULLAH, AFGHANISTAN'S MINISTER-IN-CHARGE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, HAS INFORMED ME THAT PRESIDENT MOHAMMAD DAOUD WILL BE 
DEPARTING FROM KABUL ON APRIL 2 FOR STATE VISITS TO SAUDI 
ARABIA, KUWAIT, AND TURKEY. ABDULLAH REPORTED THAT EGYPT'S 
PRESIDENT SADAT HAS ALSO INVITED DAOUD TO STOP IN CAIRO DURING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THIS APRIL SWING, PAYING THE VISIT THAT HAD TO BE POSTPONED 
EARLIER THIS MONTH (REFTEL). DAOUD HAS NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER 
TO ACCEPT THIS INVITATION. 

2. COMMENT: AFGHAN OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US THAT THE ORIGINAL 
CAIRO INVITATION HAD BEEN WITHDRAWN BY THE EGYPTIANS WHO HAD 
THEN EXPLAINED THAT SADAT WAS "HAVING HEART TROUBLE" AND THAT 
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THERE WERE "INTERNAL PROBLEMS" IN EGYPT. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE AFGHANS THEMSELVES HAD BEGUN TO HAVE SECOND 
THOUGHTS ABOUT THE SUITABILITY OF A CAIRO STOP IN VIEW OF 
AFGHANISTAN'S UPCOMING (MAY 6-10) ROLE AS HOST TO THE MEETING 
OF THE NON-ALIGNED COORDINATING COMMITTEE. ALTHOUGH THE AFGHANS 
HAVE, FOR THEIR PART, INDICATED PAST UNDERSTANDING AND SYMPATHY 
FOR SADAT'S PEACE EFFORTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THEY, AS NON- 
SEMITIC MUSLIMS, ARE CHARACTERISTICALLY RELUCTANT TO BECOME 
INVOLVED IN AN INCREASINGLY BITTER INTER-ARAB SQUABBLE. THE 
CYPRUS AIRPORT INCIDENT HAD EXACERBATED THIS CONFLICT SHORTLY 
BEFORE DAOUD SAW FELLOW NON-ALIGNED LEADER.TITO, WHO MAY ALSO 
HAVE ADVISED CAUTION AT THIS TIME. 

ELIOT 
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